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FIRST OF ALL, LET ME, ON BEHALF OF THE WORLD ISLAMIC ECONOMIC 

FORUM AND ALL WHO ARE PRESENT HERE, TO THANK YOU, MR. 

PRESIDENT AS WELL AS THE GOVERNMENT AND THE PEOPLE OF 

INDONESIA FOR HOSTING THIS 5TH CONFERENCE HERE IN THIS BEAUTIFUL 

AND VIBRANT CITY OF JAKARTA. TO HIS EXCELLENCIES, OUR FOREIGN 

DIGNITARIES, WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK YOU WITH A HUGE “TERIMA 

KASIH”, ESPECIALLY SINCE YOUR PRESENCE HAS ADDED PRESTIGE AND A 

VERY MUCH APPRECIATED ENCOURAGEMENT TO ALL. 

 

MAY I ALSO TAKE THE OPPORTUNITY OF THIS OCCASION TO EXTEND 

OUR SPECIAL THANKS AND TRIBUTE TO DATO’ SERI ABDULLAH AHMAD 

BADAWI FOR NEVER FAILING TO ATTEND EACH AND EVERY ONE OF OUR 

CONFERENCE SINCE ITS INCEPTION. IT WAS YOU, SIR, WHO WAS 

INSTRUMENTAL IN THE BIRTH OF THE WIEF AND WE WILL BE EVER 

GRATEFUL FOR IT. MAY WE WISH YOU HAPPY RETIREMENT, SIR! 

 

5 YEARS OF AGE FOR AN INSTITUTION LIKE OURS IS, REALISTICALLY, 

HARDLY THE STAGE OF INFANCY. YET DURING THE 5 YEARS, THE WORLD 

HAS BEEN BEDAZZLED BY SO MANY SHOCKS AND SURPRISES THAT ONLY 

HISTORY WOULD JUDGE US TO WHERE HUMANITY IS HEADING.  

 



WHEN YOU, MR. PRESIDENT, VERY KINDLY PERSONALLY CONVEYED 

YOUR INVITATION TO ME FOR THE WIEF TO HOLD THIS CONFERENCE, THE 

ECONOMIC CONCERNS THEN WERE RELATED TO ENERGY AND FOOD 

SECURITY. BETWEEN THEN AND NOW THOUGH, ENERGY DOES NOT SEEM 

TO BE OF MUCH CONCERN, JUDGED BY THE SLIDE IN PETROLEUM PRICE 

AND FOOD SECURITY ALSO SEEMS TO BE OCCUPYING LESS SO ON OUR 

RADAR SCREENS.  

 

A CHALLENGE OF ENORMOUS PROPORTION HAS NOW EMERGED IN 

THE NATURE OF THE CURRENT ECONOMIC CRISIS THAT SEEMS TO 

BEDEVIL THE WORLD WHERE NO ONE IS ABLE TO ESCAPE FROM. AS 

NEVER BEFORE, THE WORLD IS IN CRISIS. AND AS NEVER BEFORE, 

LEADERSHIPS OF THE WHOLE WORLD ARE BEING TESTED, SINCE THE 

REAL TEST OF LEADERSHIP AFTER ALL IS IN TIME OF CRISIS. 

 

NOBODY IN THIS WHOLE WIDE WORLD SEEMS TO BE ABLE TO FIND 

THE PERFECT SOLUTION AS YET ON HOW TO FACE AND OVERCOME THE 

CRISIS. THE ONES WHOM WE HAD LOOKED UP TO AS BEING SO 

SUCCESSFUL AND TO BE EMULATED HAVE PROVEN TO BE REALLY THE 

ONES WHO HAD STARTED THE ROUTE TO DISASTER FROM SO EARLY ON, 

EVEN WHEN THEIR MODELS AND EXAMPLES WERE PROMOTED FOR US TO 

ADOPT. AS GREED AND FRAUDULENT EXPOSURES EMERGED, WE ARE IN A 

STATE OF SHOCK, DISBELIEF AND CONFUSION.  

 



OUR GURUS HAVE OBVIOUSLY FAILED US, IN THEORY AND IN 

PRACTICE. EVERY DAY AND EVERY HOUR WE HEAR OF THE CAUSES AND 

THE REASONS FOR SUCH A MESS THE WORLD IS IN. WE ARE CERTAINLY 

GOING TO HEAR MORE DURING OUR FORTHCOMING TWO DAYS OF 

DISCUSSIONS. THE CAUSES AND EFFECTS HAVE MUCH BEEN TALKED 

ABOUT. AS TO WHO STARTED WHAT AND HOW HAVE ALSO BEEN MUCH 

TALKED ABOUT.  

 

WHAT I PERSONALLYHOPE FOR, AS MUCH AS ALL MY COLLEAGUES IN 

THE WIEF HOPE FOR AT THIS 5TH WIEF, ARE IDEAS ON SOLUTIONS IN THE 

FORM OF ACTION, FIRSTLY, AS IMMEDIATE STEPS AND, SECONDLY, THE 

LONG TERM STEPS. PERHAPS, FOR THE LONG TERM STEPS, MAY I 

VENTURE TO SUGGEST THAT WE MUST FOCUS ON THE YOUNG AND THE 

WOMEN THROUGH EDUCATION AND TRAINING AS INDEED THE WIEF IS 

TRYING TO PROMOTE. THE WOMEN AND THE YOUNG HAVE ALWAYS BEEN 

THE INNOCENT VICTIMS IN ANY TIME OR ANY TYPE OF CRISIS. IF THEY GO 

ASTRAY AND ARE MISGUIDED, WE SURELY WILL BE LOST FOREVER AND, 

OF COURSE, HUMANITY WOULD REACH A DEAD END! 

 

LET US GET TO WORK THEN! MAY ALLAH BLESS US ALL. 

 

THANK YOU.  
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